
Hi everyone, 

I wanted to touch base today (5/10/21) and let you know what I know: 

Pretty much everything I had told you last time is still correct and the way things will go (please 

refer to my previous email for those details and thank you for your patience and understanding 

through all this. It's very, very much appreciated.) 

In addition: we have learned this from the Orpheum and Health Dept. 

The number of people onstage must never exceed 50, which your schedule demonstrated you are 

not planning to do, so thank you for that. That includes backstage crew, too, so however many 

people you're going to have backstage working will count toward that number. You're wise to 

use our back parking lot for the majority of costume changes to avoid having too many people 

downstairs, however the restrooms will remain available for use by both show crew and dancers 

alike, as long as no more than 25 people are down there at once.  

   

Because you won't have more than 50 people onstage at once, you'll have no problem restricting 

the number of parents in the audience on the main floor during the performance day to less than 

100 per dance*. SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS  

   

We'll be keeping the upper floors closed off to concentrate everyone downstairs, as there will be 

no need to have more than 100 people in the auditorium at any given time. Your videographer is 

of course exempted from this, and he'll have the whole balcony to himself to film the dances. We 

would of course still require you to organize your parents seating for each dance and ensure 

they were issued wristbands for access on the day of the show. We will tape off the "dead" seats 

as you'd requested so you won't have to deal with navigating our seating rules yourself. 

The parents will only be allowed to be in the building during the dance they are there to see and 

will be required to promptly exit through the lobby doors.  

   

Masking will be required at all times for everyone in the building without exception. That 

includes dancers onstage, which we know you had been resistant to but the health department 

was clear that because of the small size of the stage and the inability to socially distance 

properly that everyone onstage must be masked. We enforced that upon the Academy during 

their performances last weekend and their performers had no problem complying.  

**I am willing to have disposable masks on site for anyone who needs them.  

Our decision to restrict rehearsals to only those directly involved in the show concerns the 

difficulty in managing excess people in the building during non-performance days, as I'll be the 

only staff member in attendance during rehearsals. Our lobby isn't open during rehearsals and 

therefore the restrooms out there are closed, which means that the only restrooms available will 

be downstairs in the dressing rooms. Given our policy restricting parents from going backstage, 

there wouldn't be any available restrooms for them. Furthermore they wouldn't be allowed to use 

the same door as the performers, as per the health department's guidelines, and since the front 

doors to the theatre are locked during rehearsal days and the fire exits are not to be used as 

entrances, there wouldn't be any way for them to get in to begin with. 



You will be responsible for ensuring your students and their parents understand that these 

rules are inflexible and will be enforced. We'll observe the "three strikes" policy for violation 

of these policies set forth above, meaning there will be two warnings concerning you, your 

dancers/crew, or the parents breaking any of our guidelines before we turn on all the lights 

and tell everyone to leave after the third. We take the safety of everyone in this building very 

seriously and while cancelling a show on the spot isn't an idea we relish, our resolve is firm.  

   

These conditions are non-negotiable and final. We wish it were otherwise, but we must operate 

in this manner at this time due to the current state of things.  

   

--- 

*Which means that because all of our class sizes were maxed at 9 students this year, each dancer 

may have up to 10 people watch their dance. Right now, we are charging every family $20 for 

TWO wristbands. You may purchase extras as you wish, up to $10 per dancer per dance and 

they'll be good for access to either show. We also need to make special note for those performers 

involved in the OPENING, BLUE HEAT, "THE PARTY'S JUST BEGUN", SHIM SHAM 

SHIMMY, "42nd STREET" and FINALE.  

Opening: no more than 9 audience members per dancer  

Blue Heat: no more than 7 audience members per dancer  

The Party's Just Begun (1st-2nd jazz): no more than 5 audience members per dancer  

Shim Sham Shimmy (encore): no more than 2 audience members per dancer  

42nd Street (encore #2): no more than 9 audience members per dancer  

Finale: no more than 4 audience members per dancer  

   

I have ordered wristbands but they won't arrive until this Thursday. My plan is to try and 

organize them so we have ways to keep track of them and then distribute them the last 

week of class (May 24-29) and on picture nights. So, if you would like to purchase more 

than your original 2, please let us know! All wristbands MUST be paid for by May 31st.  

   

Thank you SO very much for your continued cooperation and support. I know this still isn't an 

"ideal" recital but we are working tiresly to make sure we do what we can to make sure we have 

dancers on stage and parents (and thankfully more) there to watch. I also don't want anyone to 

feel forced to participate and perform. However, in order to do so, we ALL must comply with the 

rules setforth above.  

   

Fingers crossed the state of IL does move to the "bridge" phase on Friday, May 14th and if that 

happens to change anything with recital I will let you know. For now, this is where we're at.  

   

Thank you thank you thank you,  

~Lindsay  

livedanceatd@gmail.com  

   

p.s. we're still offering classes via zoom; links were sent at the beginning of the year and posted 

in GoMotion for those registered for classes  
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